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5 February 2021 
 
 

Dear Gillian, 

 

I am writing to inform you that the UK Government has published, on 2 February, 

new UK National Statistics for territorial Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions for 

2019, which also include confirmation of the UK Government’s approach to major 

changes to the technical inventory accounting methods for peatlands.   

 

The UK Government formally committed to the UN to implementing the 2013 

IPCC Wetland Supplement as part of upcoming rounds of UK emissions 

inventory reporting and this major technical revision has the effect of bringing a 

range of peatland processes into the scope of the UK-wide inventory for the first 

time. 

 

The UK statistics bulletin published earlier this week now confirms the UK 

Government’s approach to the technical implementation of the peatlands 

elements of the Wetland Supplement guidance.  

 

Given the importance of this development for Scottish emissions estimates, 

Scottish Government analysts have also now published a factual “statistical 

occasional paper” setting out the expected impact of the UK Government 
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decision on historic Scottish emissions levels1. We have endeavored to make this 

information available as soon as possible, especially given the Committee’s 

ongoing scrutiny of the Climate Change Plan update. The final figures will be 

confirmed in June as part of the Official Statistics for 2019 Scottish emissions.  

Information on what the new inventory will mean for projections of future 

emissions pathways for the UK LULUCF sector won’t be available until a further 

publication by BEIS (for which no date has yet been announced). 

 

The UK Government’s final approach to implementing the new peatland 

emissions is expected to add +7.7 MtCO2e per annum to the Scottish GHG 

inventory at 2018. This figure differs from the planning assumption used in the 

Climate Change Plan update (+6.5 MtCO2e) and also what we understand has 

been used by the Climate Change Committee in their main scenarios for their 

December advice on net-zero pathways (+10 MtCO2e).  

 

The Scottish Government is now commencing a review of what the new 

information means for meeting the very ambitious emissions reduction targets 

agreed by Parliament. The technical nature of issues around the inventory, and 

the fact that we are awaiting the updated projections of future LULUCF emissions 

from BEIS, mean that such a review will necessarily take some time to complete. 

 

I look forward to further engagement with you on the Climate Change Plan 

update, including during the Committee session next week.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSEANNA CUNNINGHAM 

 

                                              
1 The statistical occasional paper is available here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/future-
revisions-to-scottish-greenhouse-gas-statistics-associated-with-ipcc-wetlands-supplement/  
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